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India is the Second largest producer of silk in the World.
Among the four varieties of silk produced, in 2014-15,
Mulberry accounts for 74.51% (21,390 MT), Tasar 8.5% (2,434
MT), Eri 16.5% (4,726 MT) and Muga 0.55% (158 MT) of the
total raw silk production of 28708 MT.

Production of raw silk in India during the year 2015-16 (April
to August- 2015) has been 9,590 MT in which, mulberry and
Vanya raw silk output amounts to 7,053 MT and 2,537 MT,
respectively.
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Silk, "the queen of textiles" is the natural fiber, which is secreted by
silkworm, i.e. mulberry and non-mulberry silkworm (eri, muga, tasar &
oak tasar) belonging to families Bombycidae & Saturnidae
(Order -Lepidoptera, class-Insecta) respectively.

Silk is proteineous in nature which is made up of fibrin (C30 H46 N10
O11), fiber and sericin (C30 H40 N10 O16).

The filament is coated with gummy material. The silkworm rearing is
called as sericulture which derived from the word "Su" (si) meaning silk
is traditionally associated with the Socio-Economic life of many
countries and used for exquisite textile and royal dresses since time
immemorial (Chandra, 1997).
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Sericulture and Silk Industry is an avocation in India at least the second century B.C. According
to historians, raw silk was exported during the reign of Kanishka in 58 B.C. Some legend
says that Chinese Buddhist monks smuggled in eggs of silkworms and seeds of the Mulberry tree
in their hollow bamboo sticks. In its long history, silk industry has passed through periods of

great prosperity as well as decline. The modern silk history dates back to the 15th
Century, which was also famous for sculpture and paintings.
During the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries sericulture flourished in the States of
the then Bengal, Mysore and Kashmir. Indian silk industry has improved manifold
since independence from the raw silk production level of 1437 MT during First Plan
period (1969-74) to 23679 MTs by the end of March 2013. This has been possible due to
the sustained efforts of Central Silk Board, Govt. of India, its research agencies, Provincial (State)
sericulture departments and private stakeholders. Development and introduction of improved
races of silkworm breeds, high yielding food plants, improvement in rearing practices, organized
seed production network, technology up-gradation in reeling, weaving, wet processing, etc.,
along with the investment made by the governmental agencies have led to an overall
improvement in productivity and quality.Prof.V.Senthil Vairavan



Mulberry is the largest practiced sericulture industry accounting for 
almost 76 per cent of the entire silk production. 

The industry provides employment to more than 7.6 million people 
across 51,000 villages, who operate 328,627 handlooms and 45,867 
power looms with 8,14,616 weavers. 

Its exports of silk are worth about US$ 360 Million of which 70 per cent 
comprises natural silk yarn and fabrics, 13 per cent made-ups and 26 per 
cent garments.

Domestic demand stands at 28800 MT compared to production of 
23679 MT annually thanks to the growing demand for silk fabrics and 
sarees from Indian women.

Aggressive promotion of the silk industry in India has attracted a large 
number of organized players to set up modern units for both apparel as 
well as home textile production.Prof.V.Senthil Vairavan



India’s silks are known for their finery and artistic 
designs and distinct colours.

The country is known the world over for the exquisite brocade

Fabrics of Banaras,

Silks of Karnataka,

Tie-and –dye and

Patola of Gujarat and Rajasthan, 

Ikats from Orissa, 

Fine Bandhej 

Temple silks of Kancheepuram and Tanjore, etc., are only a 

few of the myriad range of silk weaves, textures and patterns 

available in India.
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Where do we find Silk ?

Geographically, Asia is the main producer of silk in the world and
produces over 95 % of the total global output. Though there are over
40 countries on the world map of silk, bulk of it is produced in China
and India, followed by Japan, Brazil and Korea. China is the leading
supplier of silk to the world.

India is the second largest producer of silk and also the largest
consumer of silk in the world.

It has a strong tradition and culture bound domestic market of silk. In
India, mulberry silk is produced mainly in the states of Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Jammu & Kashmir and West Bengal, while
the non-mulberry silks are produced in Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Orissa
and north-eastern states. Prof.V.Senthil Vairavan



India is the only country in
the world producing all the
four commercially known
varieties of silk; Mulberry,
Eri, Tasar and Muga.

Mulberry

Muga
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Tasar

Eri
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The Plan activities for the different sectors of the
country have been conceived on a Five Year period. The XII
Plan period has already commenced from April 2012 - March
2013, and is expected to conclude in 2016-17. XII Plan
proposed an ambitious target of producing 32000 MTs of silk
with special focus on producing internationally graded
import substitute bivoltine silk.

OUTLOOK
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1. Global Silk Production
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Union Government: Central Silk Board (CSB), coming under
the Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India, is the Central Agency
for the development of Sericulture and Silk Industry.

The main activities of the CSB are R&D, upkeep of the 4 tier
seed production network, supports the provincial
government to implement field development programmes,
promotion of silk at national and international level, and
framing & implementing policy actions for the organized
development of the industry. The activities of CSB are
undertaken through 300 units and 4000 employees in
different parts of the country. 800 scientists and 2500
technical staff are deployed for specialized areas in different
disciplines of the industry.
CSB spend about US $60 Million per annum for the
development of the sericulture and silk industry.
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